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PROGRESS REPORT b

As I type this PR, NOVACON 9 is just 3 weeks away - the programme is organised, the 
Programme Book is being printed, the badges are being pinned & written...what have we 
forgotten? Something will doubtless backfire in the next 3 weeks or at the event... 
well, it wouldn't be a real con if everything ran smoothly, would it? (That's the 
usual con committee's cop-out catchphrase stated just to get you in the right mood for 
turning a blind-eye to the committee's cock-ups!)

EXTREMELY IMPORTANT - As stated in PR 1/2 we are starting NOVACON 9 at 3.30 on 
Friday afternoon, not in the evening. GET THERE EARLY.

HOW TO GET TO THE HOTEL

If you live in Birmingham, you'll find it easy. To all those living outside of 
Birmingham we are enclosing a map issued by the Royal Angus which should prove to be 
useful.
In addition to this information we should point out that there is a bus route between 
New Street Station and the Hotel. The bus runs from Stephenson Street. After coming 
through the ticket barrier at the Station you will see escalators ahead of you. Go up 
an escalator and turn left at the top, walking past the indoor fountain through the 
exit to New Street. Emerging from the Station complex you will find yourself at the 
top of a ramp leading down to New Street. At the top of this ramp, on your left-hand 
side you will find a narrow staircase leading down to Stephenson Street. The bus stop 
6s at the bottom of this staircase. The bus required is the 101 and is always a 
single decker. There is a standard fare of 5p (no tickets are issued on this route). 
Following the map provided, the bus route is Stephenson St, Navigation St, up Hill St 
to Paradise St, around Paradise Circus, through Summer Row and into Great Charles St. 
Around St Chad's Circus and up Snow Hill Circus. The bus stops about half way up 
Snow Hill Circus - get off at this point and walk back down the hill to St Chads 
Queensway. NOTE this bus is the shopper's special and therefore does not run after 
6pm or on Sundays. Up till 6pm it runs every 2 or 3 minutes.
HOW TO GET THE CENTRE HOTEL

If you are one of the few booked into the overflow hotel, directions are a little 
simpler. The Centre Hotel is situated in New Street, exactly opposite the Odeon 
Cinema (No 32 on the map).
Arrival by train - instructions as above out of New Street Station. Instead of 
descending stairs to Stephenson Street, go down ramp and turn right into New Street. 
The hotel is on the opposite side of the road about 30 yards along.
Arrival by car from M6 - At Spaghetti junction take A38M to city and continue to end 
of motorway. Take left side lane into Lancaster Circus and along James Watt Ringway 
and Moor Street Rinway, clockwise around St Martins Circus and turn into New Street 
by the Rotunda (high circular building not marked on map). Along New Street to 
traffic lights and turn left towards and then right into Stephenson Street. There 
is an NCP car park on the left as Stephenson Street ends and Navigation Street starts. 
This is the most convenient car park to the Centre Hotel.
Arrival by car from M5 - instructions as map to Royal Angus as far as Broad Street. 
At end of Broad Street turn left into Paradise Circus and follow around clockwise to 
the Town Hall (No 16 on map). Turn left into New Street. Continue down New Street 
until forced to turn left or right. Turn right. Then turn right again into 
Stephenson Street and the NCP car Park is about 60yds along on the left.
Arrival by Car from A3A - along A34 into Digbeth and follow City Centre sign into and 
clockwise around St Martins Circus. At the Rotunda (see Above) turn left into New 
Street and follow directions as from M6 above.
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WHAT TO DO ON ARRIVAL AT THE ROYAL ANGUS

1) Book into hotel on Ground Floor and get to your room.
2) Proceed to 2nd Floor by lift. Turn right out of lift and you will come to the 

convention Registration Desk.
3) At Registration you will be asked for the balance of the registration fee. You 

have already paid £2 supporting membership. It is a further £2 to convert to 
Attending membership making a total of £4. (NOTE: Anyone wishing to register at 
the convention itself will be charged £5 so if you have friends or know someone 
who intends coming to NOVACON and hasn’t bothered to register at all, you might 
warn them to register before the con.)

4) You will then be given your Programme Book and your convention badge. This badge 
should be worn at all times while walking around the hotel. If you don’t wear 
your badge, you won’t get served at the bar. With your Programme Book you will 
also get Nova Award voting forms etc plus a NOVACON SPECIAL - a limited edition 
booklet - Christopher Priest’s sequel to INVERTED WORLD, "The Making of THE 
LESBIAN HORSE". Illustrated by Andrew Stephenson, it will be a 500 copy numbered 
edition.

5) Go to the bar and buy the committee drinks.

PROGRAMME

As stated earlier the programme starts at 3.30 on Friday afternoon. It will continue 
through to 6.30pm. It will resume at 8.30pm and continue till after midnight. On 
Saturday it starts at 10am and runs to 7pm with a lunch break at 1pm. It will resume 
at 10pm for the Fancy Dress followed by the Disco till 1.30am Sunday. Sunday programme 
starts at 10.30am and runs till 4.30pm with a break for lunch at 12.30pm.

The programme consists of films, talks, the NOVACON Chat Show, Auctions, a formal 
debate, panel discussions, a quiz designed along the format of University Challenge, 
Fancy Dress Competition, Disco, etc.

EATING

Where you eat and what you eat is entirely at your discretion. There is no banquet 
this year. The Hotel Restaurant will be open Friday and Saturday evenings and Friday 
and Sunday lunch time. It will not be open on Saturday lunch time. In addition, the 
Hotel will also be providing a Buffet on Saturday & Sunday lunch time, for those 
requiring only light meals. It will consist of one Hot dish with alternative Cold 
dish. Cost will be in the region of £1.
Those wishing to sample exotic dishes (Chinese, Indian, Wimpy, etc) will find several 
good eating houses outside the hotel with 10 minutes walking distance.

NOTE: those who wish to eat in the Hotel Restaurant on Friday and Saturday evenings 
should book their tables early to avoid disappointment. It might even be advisable to 
book a table by phone before the con (Tel: 021-236 4211)

DRINKING

The bar will stay open through Friday aftermoon and remain open till approximately 
lam Saturday morning. Reopening at 10.30am it will be open through till approx.
2am Sunday morning. It will reopen at 11am and close at 2pm. It will not be open on 
Sunday afternoon as we will have ceased to be residents at noon. The Friday night and 
Saturday night closing times are provisional. They will not close before those times 
and they will stay open as long as people are buying and consuming drinks.

THE BOOKROOM

Books will be on sale during the weekend, from various dealers who will be only too 
happy to part with various literary delights. Books will be on sale at the following 
times:

Friday: the bookroom will open at 2pm and close at 6.30pm.
Saturday: from 9.30am to 6.30pm (it will close during the Guest of Honour’s 

talk from 2.15pm to 3.15pm).
Sunday: from 10am to approx 4.30pm.

Dealers please note: Setting up will be allowed on Friday morning only - not Thursday 
evening.

BEST WISHES TO NOVACON FROM THE INTERPLANETARY SPACE TRAVEL 
RESEARCH ASSOCIATION (United Kingdom)

"NOVA IN THE FIELD OF HUMAN CONVENTIONS HAS- SO MUCH BEEN 
OWED BY SO MANY TO SO FEW"

Sir Went to theiaAll.

For full details of ISTRA U.K.)
Send

S.A.E. to:-' The Interplanetary Space Travel Research Association 
Honorary Assistant Secretary, Mr Kevin Austin, 
15,btanley Road,New Southgate.London N.11 2LD.



THEY SAID IT COULDN’T BE DONE, but it will be. What's that,you ask- a special 
event that lasts for 7 days covering four interests SPACE-ASTRONOMY-SCIENCE 
FICTION-UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS all under one roof. Films on each of the 
subjects mentioned right throughout the seven days. Films such as BATTLESTAR 
GALACTICA, CAPRICORN ONE, SATURN 3, ALIEN, MAROONED, 2001 A SPACE ODYSSEY, 
STAR WARS, CLOSE ENCOUNTERS, STAR-TREK - THE MOTION PICTURE, ETC ETC. TV 
PROGRAMMES, such as SPACE 1999, DR WHO, BLAKE’S 7, UFO, INVADERS, PROJECT 
UFO, SPACE ACADEMY, QUARK, ONE STEP BEYOND, SPACE FAMILY ROBINSON, STAR TREK, 
TIMESLIP, TIME TUNNEL, THE TOMORROW PEOPLE, plus of course celebrities 
from each of the series or films appearing in person or on Video tape in 
special interviews based on your questions. Societies and Organisations, 
Fan groups and publications will be available for your inspection on their 
own special stand areas. Models galore from full scale X-Wing fighter, 
R2D2, C3P0, Tardis, Land Speeder. NASA space craft and ESA displays. Plus 
special features such as the bridge of the Enterprise, Dr Who and his 
adventures setting. Also displays by the societies on each of their subjects, 
Astronautics, Science Fiction, Astronomy, UFO's. Fancy Dress with fantastic 
prizes, in fact every kind of spin off you can imagine. We expect to present 
a visual effect second to none - using the excellent facilities of the 
Wembley Conference Centre.

Laser light shows, Computers, participation space games. Market areas well- 
stocked with everything you could possibly think of. The cost, well we have 
given this a great deal of thought and realising that this would be every 
Convention/special event/Film Show/TV Show/Theatre/Fun Fair/Fete rolled 
into one, and that most of you going to SEACON have already paid in 1979 
£9 £11 for a 4 day event. The price was set at £3 per day for single day 
visitors and for the Enthusiast, who would like to literally escape into 
this world of Fantasy £12 for the whole seven days. Hotel Accomodation 
special luncheons etc will be advised to our V.I.P. Enthusiasts who have 
paid £12. This includes T-Shirt, Button Badge, Souvenir Programme, admission 
to all areas of SPACE-EX 84 (Barring staff Areas and ISTRA Organisers 
offices). Special issue of First Day Stamp Covers will be available at a 
speoial Stamp Booth. You will be able to have your photograph taken with 
a Celebrity. Posters, Films, Video Tapes, Records, Slides, Models, Stills 
Paintings, toys and games will all be available to the VIP's with a 
^C*al discount- not available to day visitors. Each year the price for 
VIP Tickets will rise up until 1980 it will be £12, after that 1981 will 
be £15, 1982 will be £17, 1983 up until the event £21. Limited number of 
tickets V.I.P. are available. First 100 received receive special 
commemorative medallion.

We expect support from all the 
Fan Groups in the United Kingdom 
and the USSR will no doubt wish 
to provide Russian space material 
for display.Marconi's Black 
Knight rocket is hoped for to 
display.

APPLICATIONS FOR VIP 
TICKETS should be sent 
to the following 
address:

STANDS ARE AVAILABLE, 
ADVERTISING RATES IN THE 
PROGRAMME AVAILABLE FOR SAE.

SPACE-EX 1984
V.I.P. Ticket

Application
I.S.T.R.A. (U.K.) 
21 Hargwyne Street 
Stockwell, London SW9 9RQ

Personal Appearances of the 
Astronauts,Science Fiction, 
Writers,Film Directors TV 
celebrities. Plus many more 
surprises. DON'T DELAY ACT NOW 
TOMORROW COULD BE TOO LATE.

Please make all cheques
Payable to I.S.T.B.A.(UOK.)
crossed // & Co.Ltd.,
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THE ART SHOW

This will be in the Lower Angus room as in previous years. It will open at the same 
times as the Book Room except that on Friday afternoon it may open slightly later due 
to .the fact that many artists won’t be arriving till during the afternoon. It will 
close on Sunday at noon to allow artwork to be taken down, sorted and entered into the 
Art Auction at 2pm..

FANCY DRESS COMPETITION

The Fancy DresS will be at 10pm on Saturday night. Competitors must notify our 
registration desk - details should be left of name, costume/character, special 
requirements, etc. Suitable forms will be at the Registration Desk. This must be 
done by 4.30pm on Saturday. Martin Hoare will be announcing the Fancy Dress - make 
sure he has your name, character pronunciation correct and familiarise him with any 
things like timing, background music, etc. Don’t arrive 5 minutes before the start 
of the Competition, having forgotten to fill in the necessary forms because you were 
drunk or something, and then ask us to find a record of the National Anthem or some 
such obscure piece for your background music. We might not like it.

THE NOVA AWARD

The NOVA Award is presented at each NOVACON to the best British fanzine of the 
preceding year. It has been presented every year since 1973. Early awards were 
decided by a select panel of judges - since 1977, however the rules were changed and 
the Award thrown open to popular vote. Ballots and copies of the full, incredibly 
complex rules will be available at the Registration Desk. Voting is open to any 
NOVACON member who in the last two years has published a fanzine or had contributions 
or letters printed in other zines (see rules for precise details). Thus the Award is 
voted--for- by people who do know something about the fanzine field. Voting closes 
with theregistration desk on Saturday evening of NOVACON 9.
And ju.st.what is a fanzine? By the rules: ”an amateur publication which is concerned 
with<$F^ Fantasy, SF & Fantasy fans and/or associated subjects, and copies of which 
may be.generally obtained in exchange for other amateur publications or in response 
to ’.letters of comment*.” The NOVA committee (not judges but expert consultants) 
interprets this and verifies ballots; the Administrator collects said ballots; and each 
year Ray Bradbury (the Birmingham one, not the American imitation) creates an amazing 
and unique trophy for presentation to the winner. Use your vote if you have one!
Past winners
1973 SPECUALTION ed by Peter Weston 1976. MAYA ed by Rob Jackson
1974 (tie;) BIG SCAB ed by John Brosnan 1977 TWLL-DDU ed by Dave Langford

ZIMRI ed by Lisa Conesa 1978 GROSS ENCOUNTERS ed by Alan Dorey
1975 MAYA ed by Rob Jackson 1979 ????????

UNIVERSITY CHALLENGE

The ’University Challenge* type quiz will be held this year. 4 teams have entered - 
Scotland, Cambridge University, the Surrey Limpwrists and the home-team The Brummies. 
After trying to get teams to enter for months, now, 3 weeks before the con, we start 
getting teams wishing to enter! It is now too late! Too much preparation has to go 
into an item of this nature for us to be able to accept late entries. Sorry.
Round 1 will be the Surrey Limpwrists vs The Brummies and will be at 8.30pm on 
Friday evening. Round 2 will be Scotland vs Cambridge University and be‘ at 10am on 
Saturday morning. The winners of each round will be in the Final at 10.30 Sunday 
morning. Team captains please make sure your team is in the Con Hall on time. In 
the event of a team not turning up or, for any reason, being unable to participate, 
a replacement team (chosen, if possible, from the late entries we’re receiving) will 
be entered.

AUCTION

The auction is the traditional place where con committees raise money for convention 
funds. This money is raised in 2 wayss-
(1) from money for items donated to the convention, or
(2) from a 10Z commission taken by the committee for items sold belonging to con 
members.
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If you have books you wish to sell, we will sell them in the auction, take 10£ of the 
amount raised and give you the balance. Alternatively, you may wish to be an entirely 
generous person and donate the whole item to the convention. Whichever you choose, 
please hand your goods in at the Registration Desk as soon as you arrive. If they are 
goods to be sold at 10^ commission, there are forms to be filled out and signed.

We need goods - books, magazines, artwork, fanzines, old Programme Books, records, 
models, etc. - anything we can make money on, in fact! Please donate.

And that’s about it.

Remember that it is your responsibility to pay the hotel for your room. You must be 
out of your room by noon on Sunday otherwise you may be charged for an extra day. A 
special room will bo allocated for you to leave your luggage in for the balance of the 
Sunday.
By the time you receive this, you will have received your hotel confirmation. Check 
to see that the details are correct. If you haven’t received your hotel booking 
confirmation, or any details are wrong on the the one you’ve received, contact Stan 
Eling, 124 Galton Road, Smethwick, Warley, West Midlands, B67 5JS (Phone 021-420 1369) 
or Rog Peyton, 19 Eves Croft, Bartley Green, Birmingham B32 3QL (Phone 021-477 6901 at 
home or 021-236 1112 at the shop in the daytime).

GUEST OF HONOUR Christopher Priest.
COMMITTEE Rog Peyton(Chairman];Stan and Helen Eling 

Chris and Pauline Morgan; Paul Oldroyd

Anlnfmite Summer
CHRISTOPHER PRIEST

An Infinite Summer • Whores ® Palely Loitering 
The Watched • The Negation

From the author of. I Dream of II essex and The Space Machine - both very highly praised - 
comes this collection of five extraordinary stories, each dealing in its different wav with 

the themes of human love and sexuality, of innocence and corruption.
John Fowles has described Christopher Priest as ‘one of our most gifted and poetic 

young writers of science fiction’, and this collection of stories - distinct in tone from his 
novels but complementary to them - consolidates that reputation. .25

Faber & Faber



THf fNCYELOPfOIA Of ICHffi HCTM 6y
.This is the most comprehensive, most authoritative reference book on science fiction ever published. 
Covering all aspects of science fiction it includes entries on over 1000 authors, comic strips, fanzines, 
films and film-makers, illustrators, sections on SF in 12 different areas of the world, television 
programmes and SF terminology. A special feature, almost a third of the book, is the coverage of SF themes, 
which include aliens, alternate worlds, Atlantis, clones, cyborgs, crime, generation starships, genetic 
engineering, metaphysics, monsters, mythology, satire, sex, space opera, Utopias, weapons ond women.
Advance comments on this book....
’’The word for this book is complete; and as far as my personal knowledge goes in the items I have checked in 
detail, accurate. It will become the bible for all science fiction fans...." - ISAAC ASIMOV
"I congratulate Messrs Nicholls and Clute (and their collaborators) on their conscientious and thorough 
research as well as on the clarity of their articles. There has never been any similar reference book which 
comes close to matching it." - MICHAEL MOORCOCK
"No doubt about it: this is the indispensable SF reference work. Exhaustive, accurate, well-written and 
cross-indexed so clearly it will supersede all previous volumes of its kind." - HARLAN ELLISON
"This Encyclopedia is by far the most inclusive history of SF so far. It's indispensable, the sort of book 
the reader will enjoy for a lifetime." - PHILIP JOSE FARMER
"The most valuable science fiction source book ever written." - FRANK HERBERT

Illustrated hardcover volume - publication date 27 September 1979 - Order NOW £16.00

snCfCBiff la fact act fiction by Harry Harrison and Malcolm Edwards

An informative and witty mixture of fact and fiction. The 150 illustrations range from 17th-century 
engravings of Cyrano de Bergerac buoyed up by dew bottles to scenes from STAR WARS and CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF 

rocket pioneers to futuristic NASA spaceship designs.
£5.70

Illustrated by Jim Burns

doughty band of space pioneers who forge a railroad
across Strabismus, the frontier of space. Contains 50 pages of spectacular illustrations.
Large format paperback volume £6.25

IBBB Bf IBf RINGS art carts
A souvenir pack of fine art greetings cards depicting 24 scenes from the Saul Zaentz film production. Each 
card’ is 7" x 5". Envelopes included. £6.35

THE THIRD KIND, from rare photographs of the early 
Illustrated hardcover volume

by Harry Harrison -

A wild and witty space opera - the epic tale of a
MRNfl snu

NEW PAPERBACKS
QUATERMASS by Nigel Kneale (Arrow). Novel of the new TV series. Nigel Kneale will be signing copies 

shop on September 8th. Signed copies will be supplied where possible.
THE FINAL PROGRAMME by Michael Moorcock (Fontana). 1st in Jerry Cornelius series. Revised Edition.
A CURE FOR CANCER by Michael Moorcock (Fontana). 2nd Jerry Cornelius novel. Revised edition.
THE ENGLISH ASSASSIN by Michael Moorcock (Fontana). 3rd Jerry Cornelius novel. Revised edition.
LAST ORDERS by Brian W Aldiss (Granada). Latest collection of short stories.
LORD OF THE RINGS FOTONOVEL (Futura). The animated film in full-colour stills.

at our
£1.15
£1.00
£1.15
£1.15
£1.15
£1.70

....these are just a few of the paperbacks we stock. Send 50p for our new Stock List of over 3000 titles of 
science fiction, fantasy and horror - UK editions and hundreds of imports.

POSTAGE INCLUDED IN ABOVE PRICES. WE ACCEPT PAYMENT BY ACCESS AND BARCLAYCARD

S7 Summer Row Birmingham B3 1JJ


